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a Protestant man or woman, who married a Catholic, was
subject, if an owner of land, to the Code; the eldest son of a
Catholic owner, who became a Protestant, was given a right to
reduce his father's fee simple to a life interest, and to possess
himself of the expectant estate; a wife or child, tempted to the
same apostasy, was entitled to an immediate provision from
the land, and was removed from the control of the head of the
family.
The second great object of the Penal Code was to shut out
the Irish Catholic from any place of trust in the State, nay
from the pale of civilised life. He had been forbidden, we
have seen, to have a seat in his country's Parliament; he was
ere long deprived of the elective suffrage; he was excluded
"from the cprporations, from the magistracy, from the Bar,
from the Bench, from the County Grand Juries, even from the
Parish Vestries"; he could not "be a sheriff, a solicitor, a
{ gamekeeper, a constable." The proscription went even lower
down; the Trisn Catholic could not serve in the Army or on
the Fleet; he could not possess any arms or weapons; he was,
in a word, " only recognised by law for repression and punish-
ment," and disentitled to nearly all the rights of a freeman.
And while this people of Pariahs, who, be it observed, formed
the overwhelming majority of the community as a whole, " was
excluded, in its own country, from almost every profession and
from every Government office, from the highest to the lowest,"
the Code went out of its way, so to speak, to humiliate the
whole body of the Irish Catholics, to degrade them, in a word,
to the position of outcasts. It is unnecessary to point out how
the laws as to the land could make the life of a Catholic owner
wretched; a rebellious son, an adulterous wife could defy his
authority and simply rob him; and it should be added that,
even in his dying hour, he could not commit his children to
tibccare of a guardian of his own faith; he was compelled to
devolve this trust on a Protestant Other provisions of the